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CHAPTER SIX: COMMUNICATING THIS RESEARCH WITH THE PUBLIC 

The Wisconsin Initiative for Science Literacy (WISL) encourages PhD candidates to include a 

chapter in their dissertation communicating their research with non-specialists. The goal is to 

explain the candidate’s scholarly research and its significance to a broader audience, including 

family members, friends, civic groups, newspaper reporters, program officers at appropriate 

funding agencies, state legislators, and members of the U.S. Congress.  

I have previously utilized infographics as a medium for efficient communication of 

research findings with key non-specialist stakeholders. Therefore, I chose to work with graphic 

designer Katie Caspero from OT Graphically to visually translate my dissertation into an 

infographic for concise, understandable dissemination to the public. I wholeheartedly believe 

that more creative dissemination methods are needed within science so that research findings 

don’t remain hidden behind paywalls and scientific jargon. I am eager to respond to the WISL 

initiative and share my research findings with diverse audiences through this infographic. I plan 

to share this infographic with non-scientific audiences through the following means: (1) 

inclusion of this infographic in my finalized dissertation, (2) distribution of this infographic to 

occupational therapists and healthcare providers at various professional conferences, (3) sharing 

this infographic via social media with relevant audiences, and (4) using components of this 

infographic when having future discussions with healthcare payers about coverage for 

preventative services.  

I extend my appreciation to the WISL staff for mentoring me through the creation of this 

non-scientific chapter. Thank you especially to Elizabeth Reynolds and Cayce Osborne for their 

instrumental feedback on this work.  
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